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1.0

1.1

1.2

INTRODUCTION

Watts Architecture & Engineering (Watts) was retained by Parsons Transportation
Group of New York (Parsons) to perform a preliminary screening for the Hazardous
Waste/Contaminated Materials (HW/CM) Assessment for the Niagara River Gorge —
Robert Moses Parkway North Segment Corridor Project, from Niagara Street to Findlay
Drive, City of Niagara Falls, Niagara County, New York. The project is being
completed by Parsons with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and
Historic Preservation as the project sponsor and owner.

Project Description

The proposed project will involve removing portions of the Robert Moses Parkway
North Segment; re-establishing a new roadway along Whirlpool Street and a variety of
trails within Robert Moses Park; and providing new access connections to and from
Whirlpool Street. The project will also reconstruct portions of First, Second and Third
Streets and add/improve circulation and parking at various locations. The primary
limits reviewed for this HW/CM assessment report are shown in Figure 1 and coincide
with the areas of anticipated ground disturbance.

Purpose

The purpose of the preliminary screening phase of the HW/CM Assessment is to
identify potential areas of contamination that may be excavated during construction.
The second phase of the HW/CM Assessment, if warranted, is used for soil (or other
material) characterization to determine disposal requirements for excavated soil, to
identify environmental concerns that could affect the public or worker safety, and to
assist with the preparation of plans, specifications, and cost estimates in support of the
work.
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2.0

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY

This preliminary screening conforms to the procedures recommended in NYSDOT's 2010 The
Environmental Manual (TEM) (including updates), Section 4.4.20, Contaminated Materials

and Hazardous Substances. The screening consists of collecting information through a
record search to investigate previous activities and site uses in the corridor, a review of
government databases and records, a field inspection, and interviews with government
personnel and any other identified knowledgeable individuals. A complete list of sources
referenced in this report is found in Attachment A.

2.1

Investigation of Previous Activities and Site Use

A records search is conducted to determine past or current land uses on and in the
immediate vicinity of the project corridor that may be of environmental concern. The
following sources were used to evaluate potential environmental concerns on the
project corridor.

2.1.1

2.1.2

2.1.3

2.1.4

USGS Topographic Maps

Watts reviewed the 1901, 1944, 1965, 1980, and 1995 Niagara Falls USGS
7.5-minute topographical maps. According to the USGS maps, the roadway
corridor is at approximately 580 feet above sea level. The topographical maps
were obtained from Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR). A copy of the
maps can be found in Attachment B.

Historic Land Use Maps

Watts reviewed the 1875 Atlas of Niagara and Orleans Counties, NY; the
1893 Atlas of the Vicinities of the Cities of Niagara Falls, North Tonawanda,

and Buffalo, NY; the 1908 New Century Atlas of Niagara County, NY; and the
1938 Niagara County, NY Atlas. These historic atlases were reviewed online.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

The 1897, 1914, 1950, and 1969 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps were
obtained from EDR. Copies of these maps are found in Attachment B.

City Directories

Watts reviewed the following City of Niagara Falls, Niagara County, New York,
City Directories: 1964, 1968, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 1995, 1999,

2003, 2008, and 2013. The city directories were obtained from EDR. Copies
of these directories are found in Attachment B.
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2.2

2.1.5 Aerial Photographs

The 1938, 1963, 1970, 1978, 1981, 1985, 1995, 2006, 2008, 2009, and
2011 aerial photographs were obtained from EDR for the project corridor.
Copies of these photographs are found in Attachment B.

Review of Government Records and Databases

The government records search included a review of federal, state, and local
government databases of known or suspected inactive hazardous waste sites;
petroleum and chemical bulk storage tank sites; reported spills, including leaking
underground storage tanks; and hazardous waste generation sites.

EDR was employed to perform a United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
database search for the proposed project corridor. The environmental reports can be
found in Attachment B.

The federal and state databases searched and the specified radii from the roadway
corridor are summarized below:

. National Priorities List (NPL) — 1.0 mile
. National Priorities List Delisted (NPLD) — 1.0 mile
. Comprehensive  Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability

Information System (CERCLIS) — 0.50 mile
. No Further Remedial Action Planned Sites (CERC-NFRAP) — 0.50 mile
. Corrective Action Sites (RCRA COR) — 1.0 mile

. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Treatment, Storage, and
Disposal Sites (RCRA TSD) — 0.50 mile
. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Large and Small Quantity

Generators (RCRA GEN) — 0.25 mile
. Federal Institutional and Engineering Controls (Fed IC/EC) — 0.50 mile

. Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) — 0.25 mile
. NYSDEC Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites (SHWS) — 1.0
mile

State/Tribal Solid Waste Landfills (SWL) — 0.50 mile

State/Tribal Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) — 0.50 mile
State/Tribal Storage Tanks (UST/AST) — 0.25 mile

State/Tribal Institutional & Engineering Controls (IC/EC) — 0.50 mile
State/Tribal Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) — 0.50 mile
State/Tribal Brownfield — 0.50 mile

Federal Brownfield — 0.50 mile

Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System (HMIRS) — 0.25 mile
NYSDEC Spills (SPILLS & HIST SPILLS) — 0.25 mile
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. No Longer Regulated (RCRA NLR) — 0.25 mile

. Toxic Chemical Inventory Release System (TRIS) — target property
. Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) — target property

. FIFRA/TSCA Tracking Systems (FTTS) — target property

. Integrated Compliance Information System (ICIS) — target property

. PCB Activity Database System (PADS) — target property

. Material Licensing Tracking System (MLTS) — target property

. Radiation Information Database (RADINFO) — target property

. Facility Index System (FINDS) — target property

. RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System (RAATS) — target property
. Risk Management Plan (RMP) — target property

. Hazardous Substance Waste Disposal (HSWDS) — 0.25 mile

. Hazardous Waste Manifest (Manifest) — 0.25 mile

. Drycleaners — 0.25 mile

. Manufactured Gas Plants — 1.0 mile

. National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) — 0.25 mile
. Tribal Lands — 1.00 mile

. Potentially Responsible Party (PRP) — target property

. Aerometric Information Retrieval System (AIRS) — target property

In addition to the above-listed information, Watts requested that existing Sanborn
Maps relevant to the subject corridor and immediately adjoining properties be
included in the information package. Watts also reviewed in-house data including
NYSDEC, Division of Environmental Remediation, Freedom of Information Law (FOIL)

CD-ROM dated April 1, 2003 and the NYSDEC Environmental Remediation

Databases on their website.

Additional site information was also obtained through data searches of local agency
files.  These files were reviewed to determine past environmental problems,
engineering studies, utility locations, and property ownership/boundaries. Watts made
the following contacts:

. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Website for
hazardous materials information;

. City of Niagara Falls Building Department for land use and ownership; and

. Niagara County Department of Health for hazardous materials information.

Field Inspection

The field inspection is a walkover of the project corridor to observe potential locations
of contamination that may be environmental concerns and affect the design or
construction of a project. Potential environmental concerns may be identified by:
stained or discolored soil or building foundations; distressed, dead, or absence of
vegetation; air emissions or odors; discolored or sheened surface water or ground
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water discharges; evidence of previous fill placement or waste disposal; and evidence
of previous fires. Additional concerns may be identified by: evidence of former or
existing underground storage tanks; aboveground storage tanks; monitoring wells;
pipes or pipelines; 55-gallon (208 L) drums or other evidence of bulk chemical
storage and disposal; old pump islands; possible PCB storage, including transformers
and former transformer pads; railroad tracks; sumps or septic systems; and pits,
lagoons, or other surface impoundments.

A field walkover of the project corridor was conducted on April 1%, 2015. Properties
of potential environmental concern were noted, and photographs are found in
Attachment C.

2.4  Interviews

A variety of employees representing a number of agencies, departments and
government offices were contacted as valuable sources of information regarding past
and present land uses, potential contamination problems, and other relevant
information regarding environmental concerns that may affect the project corridor. A
list of contacts and sources reviewed is found in Attachment A.
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3.0  FINDINGS

This section includes the general findings for the length of the project corridor (subsection 3.1)
and the specific findings for each researched property. A property is included in this section if it
showed the potential to be an environmental concern during one of the methods of investigation
listed in Section 2.0. Available information from all sources is listed for each property followed
by an evaluation of impacts or potential impacts on the project corridor.

3.1 Specific Properties Considered to be Potential Environmental Concerns

The following properties are considered to be potential environmental concerns with
respect to their location on or adjacent to the project corridor. The location of each
property of environmental concern is shown on Figure 2 through Figure 4 by designated
site letter. Photographs of the sites of environmental concern are included in Attachment

C.
3.1.1  Site A - Niagara Parkway — Robert Moses Parkway (Project Corridor)

This property is considered the “subject property” under review and is located
within Robert Moses Parkway from Niagara Street to Findlay Drive. Refer to Photos
#1 through 9 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This property currently consists of a two-lane roadway, multi-use trail and adjacent

park land between the Niagara River and Whirlpool Street. The portion of the site
of concern extends from Prospect Park north to the Whirlpool State Park. The site
includes the Niagara Gorge Discovery Center and a former sewage treatment
facility which was located along the Niagara Escarpment at Ashland Avenue.

Sanborn Maps

On the 1897 and 1914 Sanborn Maps there are many large manufacturing
facilities located along the Niagara River, north of the Rainbow Bridge. These
include a cutlery manufacturer, paper mills, an aluminum manufacturer, flour
mills, and a hydraulic power company. In addition, there is a hydraulic canal that
runs northwest from the upper Niagara River (at John B. Daly Blvd.) to a basin that
runs along the east side of the manufacturing facilities. The NYC Railroad is
depicted running north/south on the west side of Whirlpool Street in the vicinity of
the current location of the Robert Moses Parkway. An electric railroad runs along
the Niagara Escarpment from Walnut Street to the Whirlpool Bridge. A car house
for this railroad is located along the Niagara Escarpment at the end of Spruce
Avenue.

A portion of this site north of the Rainbow Bridge is depicted on the 1950 Sanborn
Map as “to be park”. The manufacturing facilities along the river are no longer
present except for the hydroelectric plant and the aluminum company located
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Robert Moses Parkway

Site A: Niagara Parkway (Subject Property)

Site H: Former DeFranco Park — 480 Main St.

Whirlpool Street

Site M: Angelo DelSignore Civic Building — 775 3™ St.

Site L: Aquarium of Niagara — 701 Whirlpool St.

Site G: Howard Johnson Hotel — 472 Main St.

Site |: Rodeway Inn — 492 Main St.

Site E: Three Sisters Trading Post — 454 Main St.

4

Site C: Entrance Ramp to Robert
Moses Parkway — 440 Main St.

AN

Site J: Sunoco Gas Station — 502 Main St.

Site K: Vacant Lot — 503 Main St.

a

Site B: Rainbow Bridge [

Site F: Star Food Mart — 465 Main St.

A

Site D: Days Inn Niagara — 443 Main St.

Source: ESRI - 2015
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Figure 2 - Sites of Potential Environmental Concern
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Site W: Former Grand Manor Inc. — 2600 Main St.
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between Walnut Street and Pine Avenue. The hydraulic canal and basin are still
present. The mapping does not show the area west of Whirlpool Street between
Spruce Avenue and Linwood Avenue except for a sewage disposal plant which is
located along the Niagara Escarpment at Ashland Avenue. Residential properties
are depicted along the west side of Whirlpool Street on the northern portion of this
site, north of Bellevue Avenue.

The 1969 Sanborn Map shows the area similar to today’s configuration except for
the road configuration around the Rainbow Bridge. The manufacturing facilities,
hydroelectric plant and the hydraulic canal are no longer present. The area along
the river is depicted as a park including an observatory. The mapping does not
show the area west of Whirlpool Street between Spruce Avenue and Linwood
Avenue except for the sewage disposal plant which continues to be located along
the Niagara Escarpment at Ashland Avenue.

Historic Maps
On the 1893 and 1908 atlases there are many large buildings located along the

Niagara Escarpment, north of the Rainbow Bridge, including manufacturing
facilities, mills, and a hydraulic power company. In addition, there is a hydraulic
canal that runs northwest from the upper Niagara River to a basin that runs along
the east side of the manufacturing facilities. The NYC Railroad is depicted running
north/south on the west side of Whirlpool Street in approximately the same
location as the Robert Moses Parkway. On the 1908 atlas, an electric railroad is
located along the Niagara Escarpment from Spruce Avenue to the Whirlpool
Bridge. A car house for this railroad is located along the Niagara Escarpment at
Spruce Avenue.

Aerial Photographs

On the 1938 aerial photograph there are many large buildings located along the
Niagara River, north of the Rainbow Bridge. Due to the scale of the photographs
it is not possible to determine the nature of the businesses. In addition, there is a
hydraulic canal that runs northwest from the upper Niagara River to a basin that
runs along the east side of the buildings. A railroad runs north/south on the west
side of Whirlpool Street in approximately the same location as the Robert Moses
Parkway. There is a large building at the end of Spruce Avenue at the top of the
edge of the Niagara Escarpment and another at the end of Ashland Avenue at the
river’s edge.

On the 1963 photo, the hydraulic canal has been filled in and all the large
buildings along the Niagara Escarpment are gone. The area north of the Rainbow
Bridge appears to be a park. The large building at the end of Spruce Avenue is no
longer present. There are now two smaller buildings at the end of Ashland
Avenue, one at the top of the Niagara Escarpment and one at the river’s edge.
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The 1978 and 1985 photographs show this site as similar to the current
configuration except that there are more roads in the park area north of the
Rainbow Bridge. In addition, the large building at the waters edge at the end of
Spruce Avenue has been replaced with a smaller building.

The 1995, 2006, 2008, 2009, and 2011 photos show this site as similar to the

current configuration.

CERCLIS No Further Remedial Action Planned Sites (CERC-NFRAP)

One (1) CERC-NFRAP record for this site is listed as PASNY — Robert Moses
Parkway (Also identified as Robert Moses Parkway Landfill). The site was assessed
in 1984 and it was determined that the site did not qualify for the National Priority
List in 1992. No further remedial action was required.

RCRA No Longer Regulated (RCRA NLR)
Four (4) RCRA NLR records were listed for this site:

e NYS Parks & Recreation — Schoellkopf Museum: Prospect Point — No violations

e Schoellkopf Museum — Prospect Point Entrance Robert Moses — No violations

e NYSDOT BIN 1039539 — Robert Moses Parkway Viaduct over Canadian
Pacific Railroad — No violations

e NYSDOT BIN 1068210 — Robert Moses Parkway Pedestrian Bridge — No

violations

These sites were identified as sites that no longer generates, transports, treats,
stores or disposes of hazardous waste.

NYSDEC Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites (SHWS)
Two (2) SHWS records were identified for this site:

e Hydraulic Canal — Between Buffalo Avenue and 2™ Street — Following the
collapse of the Schoellkopf Power Generating Station in 1956, the hydraulic
canal was filled in by the City of Niagara Falls using municipal refuse,
demolition debris and other materials. Industrial wastes were reported to have
been disposed of there, although the type and quantity of these wastes are not
known. The site was assessed and the results did not indicate the presence of
any significant contamination. No further action was required.

e Robert Moses Parkway — According to this record, large quantities of fill
material from the Niagara Power Project were deposited over the existing
Niagara River bed for several hundred feet into the Niagara River to construct
the parkway. The exact location of this site is not known; however, the portion
of the parkway within the subject corridor appears to have been constructed
along former railroad lines.
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NYSDEC Spill Report Database
Four (4) spill records were identified for this site:

e NF Treatment Plant — Niagara Park Sewer — Spill #8605589 — On November
26, 1986 the Niagara Falls Treatment Plant was being bypassed when a spill
occurred. The spill was forwarded to the NYSDEC Water Division. This spill
was subsequently closed and met NYSDEC cleanup standards.

e Niagara Gorge - Diesel — Robert Moses Parkway — Spill #0375505 — On
March 7, 2004 a diesel leak was observed from a portable pump on a closed
section of Robert Moses Parkway. This spill was cleaned up, closed and met
NYSDEC cleanup standards.

e Schoellkopf Power Station #3 — East Bank of Niagara River, 1600 feet from
the Rainbow Bridge — Spill #1215731 — On February 20, 2013 soil testing
indicated contamination. The site was investigated and no spill was found.
The contamination appeared to be due to urban fill. The spill was closed but
did not meet NYSDEC cleanup standards.

e Niagara Falls WWTP — Rainbow Bridge — Spill #8807043 — On November
23, 1988 a black plume was observed in the Niagara River below the Niagara
Falls WWTP outfall. The site was investigated and no plume was identified.
This spill was closed and met NYSDEC cleanup standards.

HW Manifest
Three (3) HW Manifest records were listed for this site:

e NYS Parks & Recreation — Schoellkopf Museum: Prospect Point

e NYSDOT BIN 1039539 — Robert Moses Parkway Viaduct over Canadian
Pacific Railroad

e Schoellkopf Museum — Prospect Point Entrance Robert Moses

These sites have records of hazardous waste manifest shipments to or from the site.

Conclusion
Despite redevelopment, the past use of portions of the corridor for manufacturing,
railroad transportation, and as part of the hydraulic canal, indicates the potential
to encounter soil and/or groundwater contamination and urban fill in the
subsurface.

3.1.2 Site B — Rainbow Bridge

This property is located at the foot of Niagara Street at the Niagara River. Refer to
Photos #10 and 11 in Attachment C.
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Site Inspection
This site consists of the international bridge; supporting structures (i.e. bridge

inspection booths, offices, etc.); a small park area along Whirlpool Street; and a
parking lot.

Sanborn Maps

The Rainbow Bridge is depicted on this site on the 1950 and 1969 Sanborn Maps,
however, the road configuration leading to the bridge is different than today. On
the 1914 map, a portion of this site along the Niagara Escarpment, just north of
the bride, is depicted as the Niagara Falls Gas and Electric Company, a
manufactured gas plant with several large gas holders.

Historic Maps
A bridge to Canada is depicted on this site on both the 1893 and 1908 atlases. A

gas works plant is depicted, north of the bridge, on this site on both the 1893 and
1908 atlases. In addition, there are buildings located along the north side of

Niagara Street (now part of the entrance to the bridge) on both the 1893 and
1908 atlases.

Aerial Photographs

The Rainbow Bridge is not depicted on the 1938 aerial photo, as it was
constructed in 1940. However, there a large buildings located along the river on
this site. Due to the scale of the photographs it is not possible to determine the
nature of the business. The Rainbow Bridge is depicted on the 1963, 1978,
1985, 1995, 2006, and 2008 photos. The road configuration to the bridge and
the customs house change slightly over the years but are present on all of these
photos.

NYSDEC Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites (SHWS)

One (1) SHWS record for this site is listed as Niagara Falls Former MGP —
Niagara Falls State Park (Prospect Park). A former Manufactured Gas Plant was
located on the Niagara Escarpment above the Niagara River at this location.

NYSDEC Spill Report Database
Five (5) spill records were identified for this site:

e Rainbow Bridge — Niagara Street & Rainbow Street — Spill #0502407 — On
May 29, 2005 white powder was found on counterfeit money by customs
officer. This spill was closed and met NYSDEC cleanup standards.

e Sewer Odor at Toll Plaza — Rainbow Bridge — Spill #9713288 — On January
16, 1998 odors were noted coming from the manholes. The site was
investigated and no spill was found. This spill was closed and met NYSDEC
cleanup standards.
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e Bus Garage — Rainbow Bridge — Spill #9514320 — On September 25, 1995
NYSDEC received sampling results from a tank removal. Results were slightly
above guidance levels. The spill was closed but did not meet NYSDEC
cleanup standards.

e Rainbow Bridge — Niagara River — Main Street Rainbow Bridge — Spill
#9203792 — On June 9, 1992 a white material was found in the Niagara
River by the Rainbow Bridge. The site was inspected and no spill was found.
This spill was closed and met NYSDEC cleanup standards.

e Rainbow Bridge — 1 Niagara Street — Spill #0108958 — On December 9,
2001 a fuel tank on a bus was found to be leaking as it went through customs.
Approximately 20 gallons of diesel spilled into the sewer system. This spill was
cleaned up, closed and met NYSDEC cleanup standards.

Historic Auto Database
One (1) Historic Auto record was identified for this site:

e Conrail Car Repair Shop — 16 Niagara Street

This site was identified as a potential gas station, filling station, and/or service
station.

Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP)
One (1) MGP record was identified for this site:

e Niagara Falls Gas Light Co. — Niagara Street
This site was identified as a former manufactured gas plant.

Conclusion

Despite redevelopment, the past use of portions of the property as a manufactured
gas plant and auto repair shop indicates the potential for encountering soil and/or
groundwater contamination from petroleum products, solvents, purifier waste, coal
tar, and other waste materials in the subsurface across portions of this site.

3.1.3 Site C — Entrance Ramp to Robert Moses Parkway — 440 Main St.

This property is located on the north side of Main Street between Rainbow
Boulevard and 2™ Street. Refer to Photo #12 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently an entrance ramp to the Robert Moses Parkway northbound

from Main Street.
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Sanborn Maps

This site is depicted on the 1897 and 1914 Sanborn Maps as a silverware
manufacturer and part of an unnamed road. On the 1950 map, the site is
depicted as a gas station and part of Main Street Extension. The gas station is still
present on the 1969 map and the road is now depicted as an entrance ramp to
the Robert Moses Parkway. The configuration of the entrance ramp in 1969
appears to be slightly different than its current configuration.

Historic Maps
This site is depicted on the 1908 atlas as part of a manufacturing facility.

Aerial Photographs

This site is depicted on the 1938 aerial photograph as a vacant lot. On the 1963,
1978, 1985 photos the site is depicted as an entrance ramp to the Robert Moses
Parkway and a small building east of the ramp. The ramp is depicted on a

different angle than the current configuration. The 1995, 2006, 2008, 2009, and
2011 photos depict the site as it appears today.

RCRA No Longer Regulated

One (1) RCRA record for this site is listed as NYSDOT — Main Street & Rainbow
Boulevard. This site was identified as a site that no longer generates, transports,
treats, stores or disposes of hazardous waste. No violations were identified for this
property.

Leaking Storage Tanks Database
One (1) LTank record was identified for this site:

e NYSDOT - 434-440 Main Street — Spill #9106635 — On September 19,
1991 contaminated soil was found associated with a leaking underground
storage tank. The tank and contaminated soil were removed. The spill was
closed and met NYSDEC cleanup standards.

NYSDEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Database

One (1) PBS record for this site is listed as Mobil — 434-440 Main Street. Two (2)
550-gallon USTs (installed 6/1971, closed-removed 5/1991); two (2) 6,000-
gallon gas USTs (installed 6/1971, closed-removed 5/1991); and one (1) 8,000-
gallon gas UST (installed 6/1971, closed-removed 5/1991) were listed on the
state registry for this site.

NYSDEC Spill Report Database
One spill record was identified for this site:

e Vacant Lot (Mobil S/S) — Main Street — Spill #9012654 — On March 5, 1991
NYSDEC received a call regarding the removal of an underground storage
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tank. No contamination was found. This spill was closed and met NYSDEC
cleanup standards.

Conclusion

Despite redevelopment, the past use of this property for silverware manufacturing
and as a gas station with several underground storage tanks indicates the potential
for encountering soil and/or groundwater contamination from petroleum products
or possibly other historical contaminants in the subsurface across portions of the
site.

3.1.4 Site D — Days Inn Niagara — 443 Main St.

This property is located on the south side of Main Street between Rainbow
Boulevard and 1° Street. Refer to Photo #13 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently a hotel.

Sanborn Maps
A portion of this site is depicted on the 1950 Sanborn Maps as an auto repair
shop (447 Main Street). The site is depicted as a hotel on the 1969 map.

Aerial Photographs

On the 1938 and 1963 aerial photographs this site is depicted as part of a city
block with several buildings along both Main Street and Rainbow Boulevard. Due
to the scale of the photographs it is not possible to determine the nature of the
businesses. A large building on Rainbow Boulevard with a parking lot located on
Main Street is depicted on the 1978, 1995, 2006, 2008, 2009, and 2011
photos.

Conclusion

The past use of this site as an auto repair shop indicates a possibility of soil and/or
groundwater contamination from petroleum products and other automotive
chemical products and cleaners in the subsurface.

3.1.5 Site E — Three Sisters Trading Post — 454 Main St.

This property is located on the north side of Main Street between Rainbow
Boulevard and 1¢ Street. Refer to Photo #14 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently a souvenir shop and helicopter tour company.
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Sanborn Maps

This site is depicted on the 1897 and 1914 Sanborn Maps as being used for
manufacturing of silverware; metal hooks and eyes; and counter check books. On
the 1950 and 1969 maps the site is depicted as a restaurant. On the 1969 map
there is a helicopter tour company on the site, west of the restaurant.

Historic Maps
This site is depicted on the 1893 and 1908 atlases as part of a manufacturing

facility.

NYSDEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Database

One (1) PBS record for this site is listed as Rainbow Air Inc. — 454 Main Street.
One (1) 6,000-gallon UST (installed 7/1993, in service) was listed on the state
registry for this site.

Facility Index System (FINDS)

One (1) FINDS record was found for this site is listed as Rainbow Air Inc. — 454
Main Street. This record identifies properties that have been found in one or more
federal database.

HW Manifest
A HW Manifest record for this site is listed as NYSDOT — 454 Main Street. This
site has records of hazardous waste manifest shipments to or from the site.

Conclusion

The past use of the property as a manufacturing facility and for petroleum storage
indicates the possibility for encountering soil and/or groundwater contamination
from petroleum products, chemical or solvents in the subsurface across portions of
this site.

3.1.6 Site F — Star Food Mart — 465 Main St.

This property is located on the southwest corner of Main Street and 1° Street.
Refer to Photo #15 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently a gas station and convenient store.

Sanborn Maps
This site is depicted on the 1950 and 1969 Sanborn Maps as a gas station. Four
tanks are depicted on the site on the 1950 map.

Leaking Storage Tanks Database
Two (2) LTank records were identified for this site:
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e Star Food Mart: 465 Main Street — Spill #9503830 — On April 29, 1995 a
tank was overfilled. The spill was cleaned up, closed and met NYSDEC
standards.

e Star Food Mart: 465 Main Street — Spill #9714287 — On March 25, 1998
contamination was found during a tank removal. The contaminated soil and
tanks were removed. The spill was closed and met NYSDEC standards.

NYSDEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Database

One (1) PBS record for this site is listed as Star Food Mart — 465 Main Street. Two
(2) 6,000-gallon gas USTs (install date unknown, closed-removed 3/1998); one
(1) 3,000-gallon diesel UST (install date unknown, closed-removed 3/1998); one
(1) 10,000-gallon gas UST (installed 4/1998, in service); one (1) 5,000-gallon
gas UST (installed 4/1998, in service); and one (1) 8,000-gallon diesel UST
(installed 4/1998, in service) were listed on the state registry for this site.

NYSDEC Spill Report Database
Two (2) spill records were identified for this site:

e Star Food Mart — 465 Main Street — Spill #1006633 — On September 19,
2010 NYSDEC received a report of a large diesel spill.  The site was
investigated and no spill was found. The spill was closed and met NYSDEC
cleanup standards.

e Star Food Mart — 465 Main Street — Spill #1102513 — On June 5, 2011
approximately 30-40 gallons of gasoline spilled onto the concrete pad during
a fuel delivery. The spill was cleaned up, closed and met NYSDEC cleanup
standards.

Facility Index System (FINDS)

One (1) FINDS record was found for this site is listed as Star Food Mart — 465
Main Street. This record identifies properties that have been found in one or more
federal database.

Conclusion

The current and past use of this property as gas station, the presence of
underground storage tanks, and documented evidence of historical contamination
indicate the potential for encountering soil and/or groundwater contamination
from petroleum products in the subsurface across portions of this site.

3.1.7 Site G — Howard Johnson Hotel — 472 Main St.

This property is located on the north side of Main Street between Rainbow

Boulevard and the entrance ramp to Robert Moses Parkway northbound. Refer to
Photo #16 in Attachment C.
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Site Inspection
This site is currently a hotel.

Sanborn Maps

This site is depicted on the 1897 Sanborn Map as part of a silver company, a
printing company, and a residential dwelling. A hydraulic canal is present on the
northeastern portion of the site. On the 1914 map, the site is part of a silverware
and cutlery manufacturer and the hydraulic canal is still present. The 1950 map
shows the site as an open lot. The hydraulic canal continues to be present passing
through the northeastern portion of the site. On the 1969 map, the site is
depicted as a hotel.

Historic Maps
This site is depicted on the 1893 and 1908 atlases as a manufacturing facility and

part of the hydraulic canal.

Aerial Photographs

This site is depicted on the 1938 aerial photo as a vacant lot and part of the
hydraulic canal. On the 1963 photo, most of the site continues to be a vacant lot
but the hydraulic canal appears to have been filled in. A large building
surrounded by parking is depicted on the site on the 1978, 1995, 2006, 2008,
2009, and 2011 photographs.

Conclusion

The extensive use of the property for manufacturing at a time when there were no
environmental regulations and as backfilled portions of the hydraulic canal
indicates the potential to encounter soil and/or groundwater contamination from
petroleum products, chemicals and solvents and undocumented urban fill in the
subsurface across this site.

3.1.8 Site H — Former DeFranco Park — 480 Main St.

This property is located on the north side of Main Street between Whirlpool Street
and Rainbow Boulevard. Refer to Photo #17 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently a lot with one small brick building being utilized as a snow

storage area. It was previously a City of Niagara Falls park.

Sanborn Maps

This site is depicted on the 1897 and 1914 Sanborn Maps as a wood and coal
yard, three tracks on the NYC & HR Railroad line and part of the hydraulic canal.
On the 1950 map, the site is depicted as a parking area, a forebay portion of the
hydraulic canal and four tracks of the NYC & HR Railroad line. The site is
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depicted on the 1969 map as open land with one small building along Main
Street.

Historic Maps
This site is depicted on the 1893 atlas as a coal yard, railroad lines (3 tracks) and

part of a hydraulic canal basin. On the 1908 atlas the site is depicted as a coal
company, hydraulic power company, railroad lines (4 tracks) and part of a
hydraulic canal basin.

Aerial Photographs

Portions of this site are depicted on the 1938 aerial photo as part of a railroad line
and hydraulic canal. In addition, there is a large building on the northern portion
of this site. On the 1963 photo, the site is a vacant lot and the canal has been
filled in. The site is depicted as a park with parking lot, basketball courts and two
small buildings on the 1978, 1985, and 1995 photos. On the 2006 and 2008
aerial photos, the site is still depicted as a park but only one building remains.
The parking lot and basketball courts are still evident on the site on the 2009 and
2011 photos, but the site does not appear to be maintained as a park any longer.

Conclusion

Despite redevelopment, the past use of the property as an active rail line and as
part of the hydraulic canal indicates the potential for encountering soil and/or
groundwater contamination from rail line operations or undocumented urban fill in
the subsurface.

3.1.9  Site | — Rodeway Inn — 492 Main St.

This property is located on the northwest corner of Main Street and Whirlpool
Street. Refer to Photo #18 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently a hotel and convenient store/ souvenir shop.

Sanborn Maps

This site is depicted on the 1897 and 1914 Sanborn Maps as storefronts and
residential dwellings along Main Street and an auto repair shop at 522 2™ Street.
On the 1950 map, the storefronts and residential dwellings are still present along
Main Street. There is now a gas station and auto repair shop at 518-520 2™
Street with two tanks. A small building at the corner of Main Street and 2™ Street
surrounded by parking lots is depicted on the site on the 1969 map.

Aerial Photographs
This site is depicted on the 1938 and 1963 aerial photographs as several small
buildings. On the 1978, 1995, 2006, 2008, 2009, and 2011 photos, a large

building is present at the rear of the site and a small building is present along
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Main Street. Due to the scale of the photographs it is not possible to determine
the nature of the businesses.

City Directories
The following businesses were identified on this site in the city directories:

Address Use Years
518 2" St. Niagara Vulcanizing Wks. 1964
Conclusion

The past use this property as a gas station, an auto repair shop, miscellaneous
commercial use, and the presence of underground storage tanks indicate the
potential for encountering soil and/or groundwater contamination from petroleum
products, chemical or solvents in the subsurface across portions of this site.

3.1.10 Site J — Sunoco Gas Station — 502 Main St.

This property is located on the northeast corner of Main Street and Whirlpool
Street. Refer to Photo #19 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently a gas station.

Sanborn Maps

This site is depicted on the 1897, 1914, and 1950 Sanborn Maps as residential
dwellings along Main Street. On the 1969 map, the site is depicted as a gas
station.

Leaking Storage Tanks Database
One (1) LTank record was identified for this site:

e USA Gasoline Corporation: 502 Main Street — Spill #0102748 — On May 10,
2001 tanks failed their tank test. The tanks and lines were tested and gaskets
were found to be losing pressure but not product. Groundwater was sampled
and minor levels of contamination were found but it was thought to be from

tanks previously on the site (removed in 1991). The spill was closed but did
not meet NYSDEC standards.

NYSDEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Database

One (1) PBS record for this site is listed as Riddhi, Inc. — 502 Main Street. One (1)
3,000-gallon gas UST (installed 1/1969, closed-removed 3/1992); one (1)
10,000-gallon gas UST (installed 6/1992, in service); one (1) 5,000-gallon diesel
UST (installed 6/1992, in service); one (1) 4,000-gallon gas UST (installed
1/1969, closed-removed 3/1992); one (1) 20,000-gallon gas UST (installed
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6/1992, in service); and one (1) 1,000-gallon gas UST (installed 1/1969, closed-
removed 3/1992) were listed on the state registry for this site.

NYSDEC Spill Report Database
Two (2) spill records were identified for this site:

e Simon Oil — 2" and Main Street — Spill #9105555 — On August 22, 1991
xylene contamination was found during a site assessment. Wells were installed
and monitored monthly. The results indicated a drop in concentrations with no
free product or sheen observed. The spill was closed but did not meet
NYSDEC cleanup standards.

e USA Gasoline Corporation: 502 Main Street — Spill #0175136 — This is a
duplicate of Spill #0102748 described above.

Facility Index System (FINDS)

One (1) FINDS record was found for this site is listed as Riddhi, Inc. — 502 Main
Street.  This record identifies properties that have been found in one or more
federal database.

Historic Auto Database

One (1) Historic Auto record was identified for this site. This site was identified as
USA Petroleum Corp. in 2002 and as Sunoco from 2009 through 2012. This site
was identified as a potential gas station, filling station, and/or service station.

Conclusion

The use of this property as gas station and the presence of underground storage
tanks indicate the potential for encountering soil and/or groundwater
contamination from petroleum products in the subsurface across portions of this
site.

3.1.11 Site K- Vacant Lot — 503 Main St.

This property is located on the southeast corner Main Street and 2™ Street. Refer
to Photo #20 in Attachment C.

Site Inspection
This site is currently a vacant loft.

Sanborn Maps
